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PHIL 309: Global Justice 
Summer 2017 
Instructor: Paria Akbar Akhgari 
E-Mail: paria@uoregon.edu 

Course Description:  
What is justice in a globally interconnected world? How ought we as individuals, societies, and governments to respond to 
1.5 billion people living in absolute poverty? Do we have different moral duties toward our neighbors or fellow citizens 
than we do toward foreigners? Is global inequality—whether defined in terms of income, capability, or health—a matter of 
justice? What is the role of human rights in securing global justice? Are our current institutions sufficient to address global 
challenges such as environmental degradation, health care, and immigration? 
In this course we will examine these and other questions as we read, discuss, and write on contemporary moral 
philosophers focused on global justice. 

Course Objectives:  

 • Engaging philosophically rich readings in a close, critical manner 
• Analyze current affairs within the framework of the major ethical positions developed in the literature 
• Better understand your own and others’ positions in a diverse global society, together with the attendant privileges, 

challenges, and moral obligations—and consequently be better prepared to operate across significant cultural 
differences with greater confidence and competence 

 • Planning and writing argumentative essays.  

Required Texts:  

• The Global Justice Reader by Thom Brooks (Editor), Published by Wiley 2008 
• Additional required readings will be posted on Canvas (online)  

Course Requirements: 

• Modules: There are weekly modules on Canvas that need to be completed by Friday of each week. These modules 
include slides based on the readings, reading quizzes, and discussions. Students are required to complete each step in 
order to be able to access next one. You cannot access a module without completing the previous modules. 

• Reading Quizzes: Students are required to take a reading quiz on canvas each week after completing the readings. The 
purpose of these quizzes are to ensure students’ engagement with and understanding of the text. 

• Discussions: Students are expected to participate in online discussions at least once a week. This participation will be 
in the form of either responding to the questions posted by the instructor or responding to a post written by another 
student. Guidelines about which students are required to post what kind of response will be provided on a weekly basis. 
Each response should be 200-300 words long and posted by either Wednesday or Friday of each week. 

• Three Essays: 5-6 pages argumentative essays due on Fridays of weeks specified on the schedule. More specific 
directions and prompts will be provided later in the term. These essays are to be submitted to Canvas through Canvas’ 
plagiarism tool (VeriCite). 
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Grade Breakdown: 

Department of Philosophy Grading Standards: 
A = excellent. No mistakes, well-written, and distinctive in some way or other. 
B = good. No significant mistakes, well- written, but not distinctive in any way. 
C = OK. Some errors, but basic grasp of the material. 
D = poor. Several errors. A tenuous grasp of the material. 
F = failing. Problematic on all fronts indicating either no real grasp of the material or complete lack of 
effort. 

A 94-100  
A- 90-93.9  
B+ 87-89.9  
B 83-86.9  
B- 80-82.9  
C+ 77-79.9  
C 73-76.9  
C- 70-72.9  
D 60-69.9  
F Below 60 

P/NP Grading: A grade of ‘P’ requires a percentage score of 70% or higher. 
Incomplete Grades: Incompletes must be arranged for in advance in accordance with University 
policy: http://registrar.uoregon.edu/incomplete_policy. 

Course Policies 
You are expected to follow the rules of academic honesty. Failure to do so will result in failure of the whole 
course (“F”).  

• Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the inclusion of someone else’s product, words, ideas, or data as one’s 
own work. When a student submits work for credit that includes the product, words, ideas, or 
data of others, the source must be acknowledged by the use of complete, accurate, and specific 
references, such as footnotes. By placing one’s name on work submitted for credit, one certifies 
the originality of all work not otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgements. Verbatim 
statements by others must be enclosed by quotation marks or set off from the regular text as 
indented extracts. In order to find out how to avoid plagiarism, see http://libweb.uoregon.edu/
guides/plagiarism/students/  

• Fabrication: Fabrication is the intentional use of information that the author has invented when 
he or she states or implies otherwise, or the falsification of research or other findings with the 
intent to deceive. Examples include, but are not limited to: 1) citing information not taken from 
the source indicated; 2) listing sources in a reference not used in the academic exercise; 3) 
inventing data or source information for research or other academic exercises. 

Discussions 15%

Reading Quizzes 25%

Essays 60%

http://registrar.uoregon.edu/incomplete_policy
http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/
http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/
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• Cheating: Cheating is an act of deception by which a student misrepresents or misleadingly 
demonstrates that he or she has mastered information on an academic exercise that he or she 
has not mastered, including the giving or receiving of unauthorized help in an academic 
exercise. Examples include but are not limited to: 1) copying from another student’s work; 2) 
collaborating without authority or allowing another student to copy one’s work in a test 
situation; 3) using the course textbook or other material not authorized for use during a test; 4) 
using unauthorized material during a test; for example, notes, formula lists, cues on a computer, 
photographs, symbolic representations, and notes written on clothing; 5) resubmitting 
substantially the same work that was produced for another assignment without the knowledge 
and permission of the instructor; 6) taking a test for someone else or permitting someone else to 
take a test for you. 

Assistance and Resources 

Accessible Education Center (AEC): coordinates services, provides advocacy and support to students 
with documented physical, learning, and psychological disabilities and provides assistance to the general 
campus community in responding appropriately to requests for accommodations based on disability. 
Location: 164 Oregon Hall Web page: http://aec.uoregon.edu/ Phone: 541-346-1155. Email: 
uoaec@uoregon.edu 

Teaching & Learning Center (TLC): TLC provides numerous resources (including courses, 
workshops, and tutoring) to help UO students succeed. They work with a diverse student body with a wide 
range of needs. If you are unsure which resources would work best, they are happy to answer questions 
and share suggestions. Location: 68 PLC. Web page: http://tlc.uoregon.edu/ Phone: 541-346-3226. 

University Counseling and Testing Center (UCTC): The UCTC provides comprehensive mental 
health care and testing services to the University of Oregon campus. The primary mission of the UCTC is 
to provide quality clinical/therapeutic services, psychological testing and assessment, psychoeducational 
workshops and outreach as well as emergency services. Location: 2nd floor, University Health, 
Counseling, and Testing Center Building Web site: http://counseling.uoregon.edu/dnn/ 24-Hour Crisis 
Hotline: 541-346-3227 

Discrimination and Sexual Harassment: The UO is committed to providing an environment free of 
all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence 
and gender-based stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences gender-based 
violence (intimate partner violence, attempted or completed sexual assault, harassment, coercion, 
stalking, etc.), know that you are not alone. UO has staff members trained to support survivors in 
navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing 
accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. Please be aware that all UO employees 
are required reporters. This means that if you tell me about a situation, I may have to report the 
information to my supervisor or the Office of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity. Although I have 
to report the situation, you will still have options about how your case will be handled, including whether 
or not you wish to pursue a formal complaint. Our goal is to make sure you are aware of the range of 
options available to you and have access to the resources you need. If you wish to speak to someone 
confidentially, you can call 541-346-SAFE, UO’s 24-hour hotline, to be connected to a confidential 
counselor to discuss your options. You can also visit the SAFE website at safe.uoregon.edu. 

mailto:uoaec@uoregon.edu
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Tentative Schedule of Readings and Assignments: 

Topics Readings Assignments

Week 1:  
Sovereignty

What Is Global Justice: Thomas W. Pogge 
Leviathan: Thomas Hobbes 
A State of Nature: Charles R. Beitz 
Cosmopolitanism and Sovereignty: Thomas W. Pogge.

Reading Quiz & 
Discussion 
response #1 due 
by Friday

Week 2: 
Human Rights

Universal Declaration of Human Rights: United Nations 
The Nature of Rights: Leif Wear 
Human Rights as a Common Concern: Charles R. Beitz 
Group Rights and Group Oppression: Peter Jones

Reading Quiz & 
Discussion 
response  #2 due 
by Friday

Week 3:  
Self-Determination and 
The Law of Peoples

National Self-Determination: Avishai Margalit and Joseph Raz 
Theories of Secession: Allen Buchanan 
The Law of Peoples: John Rawls 
An Egalitarian Law of Peoples: Thomas W. Pogge

Reading Quiz & 
Discussion 
response  #3 due 
by Friday

Week 4:  
Nationalism and 
Patriotism

What is so Special about our Fellow Countrymen?: Robert E. Goodin 
The Ethics of Nationality: David Miller 
Patriotism and Cosmopolitanism: Martha C. Nussbaum

Essay #1 & 
Reading Quiz & 
Discussion 
response  #4 due 
by Friday

Week 5: 
Cosmopolitanism

Perpetual Peace: Immanuel Kant. 
Kant’s Idea of Perpetual Peace: Jürgen Habermas 
Moral Universalism and Global Economic Justice: Thomas W. Pogge

Reading Quiz & 
Discussion 
response  #5 due 
by Friday

Week 6: 
Global Poverty

Famine, Affluence, and Morality: Peter Singer 
What We Owe to Distant Others: Leif Wenar 
The Problem of Global Justice: Thomas Nagel 
Eradicating Systemic Poverty: Thomas W. Pogge 
Poverty Relief, Global Institutions, and the Problem of Compliance: Lisa 
L. Fuller

Reading Quiz & 
Discussion 
response  #6 due 
by Friday

Week 7: 
Just War

Charter, Chapter VII: United Nations 
War and Massacre: Thomas Nagel 
Anticipations: Michael Walzer 
Just Cause for War: Jeff McMahan 
Preventive War--What Is It Good For?: Walter Sinnott-Armstong 
The Problem with Prevention: David Rodin

Reading Quiz & 
Discussion 
response  #7 due 
by Friday
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Week 8:  
Terrorism

Terrorism: A Critique of Excuses: Michael Walzer 
Terrorism, Justification, and Illusion: Saul Smilansky 
Terrorism without Intention: David Rodin 
Can Terrorism Be Justified?: Andrew Valls

Essay #2 & 
Reading Quiz & 
Discussion 
response #8 due 
by Friday

Week 9:  
Torture

What’s Wrong with Torture?: David Sussman 
Should the Ticking Bomb Terrorist Be Tortured?: Alan M. Dershowitz 
The Ticking Bomb Hypothetical: Marcia Baron

Reading Quiz & 
Discussion 
response  #9 due 
by Friday

Week 10:  
Immigration

The Moral Dilemma of U. S. Immigration Policy: Stephen Macedo 
Migration and Morality: A Liberal Egalitarian Perspective: Joseph Carens 
Immigration and Freedom of Association: Christopher Heath Wellman 
Freedom of Association Is Not the Answer: Sarah Fine

Reading Quiz & 
Discussion 
response  #10 due 
by Friday

Week 11: 
Women and Global 
Justice

Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women?: Susan Moller Okin 
Women’s Capabilities and Social Justice: Martha Nussbaum 
Saving Amina: Global Justice for Women and Intercultural Dialogue: 
Alison Jaggar

Reading Quiz & 
Discussion 
response  #11 due 
by Friday

Week 12:  
International 
Environmental Justice

One Atmosphere: Peter Singer 
Cosmopolitan Justice, Responsibility, and Global Climate Change: Simon 
Caney

Essay #3 & 
Reading Quiz & 
Discussion 
response  #12 due 
by Friday


